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Windy Acres Offered Cheap

By Curtis Leeds
CLINTON TWP. — The owner
of the 292-acre Windy Acres
property has offered to sell it to
the ‘township. for $7.15 million.
Mayor-elect Kevin Cimei called

the terms offered by Pulte Homes -

“fayorable’” and said the deal is a
“fantastic opportunity for the
township.” At one time, Pulte said
its stake in the project was about
$23.5 million, leading Mr. Cimei

to call the developer a “motivated
seller.”

If the township accepts the deal,
it will get more than just land.

Township Administrator Marvin

Joss said there’s a ‘huge” lawsuit
over the property. and -buying it
“would make that go away.”
Officials have set a special meet-
ing so that they can hear what res-
idents think about ‘the proposal.

'That will be at 6:30 p.m, Monday

in the auditorium at the township
Middle School. The public-can
also be heard at the public hearing
that would precede adoption of the
plan. That will be at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday in'the township’s Pub-
lic Safety Building on Route 31.
Windy Acres is the name of a
farm just southeast of Lebanon be-
tween Main Street and the railroad
tracks. e
Ever since office buildings were
proposed for the site more than 20
years ago, the land has been a
bone of contention between the

township and developers. Since
then various plans and lawsuits

have been filed, some of them |

complicated by Pulte’s willing-

ness to add state-mandated low- |

cost housing to the mix. The most
ambitious of the pians would have
put 1,140 homes there; ‘

' Township Mayor Nick Corcodi-
los got his introduction to govern-
ment affairs as head of a citizens
group fighting the development of
Windy Acres. Ever since he took
office, he has recused himself
from Windy Acres discussions to
avoid a conflict of interest.

Mr. Cimei said the new offer
¢ame after Pulte approached the
Hunterdon Land Trust Alliance
about a possible sale. If the plan is
approved at Wednesday’s public
hearing, the township would use

$4 million from its open space

trust fund as a down payment; the
remainder would be paid over
time.

See WINDY ACRES Page A-6

[ ]
Windy Acres
Continued from Page A-1
He said that the state Green

_ Acres program, the N.J. Water

Supply Authority and the county
open space program have all ex-
pressed  interest in contributing
money to buy the property. The
township’s own .affordable hous-
ing trust fund could be used for
any portion that would be dedicat-
ed to affordable housing and
township officials have proposed a
$3 million bond to guarantee the
availability of money for the pur-
chase. )
However, Pulte’s offer is contin-
gent on the township closing on
the purchase before the end of the
year. “Make no mistake,” said
Township Attorney - Kristina
Hadinger. “The owner of the prop-
erty has made it clear” that the
Dec. 31 deadline is because Pulte

“Billie’s ofter

would receive a tax advantage that |
expires when the year ends.

Cathy Sipe, the chair of the
township’s open space committee,
said the plan has the committee’s
unanimous support. “To me, it’s a
lot of money, certainly,” she said
in an interview. But it’s likely that |
the township will recoup much of
its cost and protecting the farm
has many benefits, she said.

“] call this our big water farm,”
she said, which is important be-
cause a water resource report pre-
pared for the township shows “our
groundwater (supply) is definitely |
threatened.” Its large size, location
next to the Cushetunk Preserve,
biodiversity, refuge for threatened
and endangered species, and natu-
ral beauty are all reasons to pro-
tect the property, she said. \

Former Planning Board member |
Marc Malloy questioned the plan. |
Windy Actes is taxable property, ‘
he said.. Buying the land would |
“take ‘a potential ratable off the |
books.” He asked, “Why $7 mil-
lion? Why now? ... It doesn’t feel
like the timing is right” and he
compared the Dec. 31 deadline to |
having “a gun against your tem- |
ple.” Former township council-
woman Antje Doyle questioned
whether the land is buildable.

While Mr. Cimei acknowledged ‘

that “none of this is elegant” and
that there are unresolved issues
about the purchase, he said,
“Windy Acres is probably the
most analyzed and discussed
property in the township.” He and
other members of Township
Council said they look forward to

hearing comments from the public /

before final taken on




